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State's virus cases rise to 60 


Health Dept. places limits 
on testing due to shortage 


* MARCH 18, 2020 


Minn. senators write Pence 
about lack of medical supplies 


Six new cases confirmed 
in Minnesota on Tuesday 


By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


Minnesota’s response to the COVID-19 pan- 
demic continues to be threatened by a lack of 
tests for the deadly coronavirus. 

The Minnesota Department of Health iden- 
tified six new cases Tuesday, but is now 
strictly limiting testing to patients who are 
hospitalized, residents of long-term care 
facilities and medical workers. The first cas- 
es of coronavirus in Minnesota health care 
workers emerged this week. 

Kris Ehresmann, director of infectious dis- 
ease for the state Department of Health, 
tried to ease concerns about the testing 
shortage by emphasizing that the lack of a 
test doesn’t impact the care of people with 
symptoms not requiring hospitalization. 

“Reserving laboratory tests for the sickest 


individuals is the right thing to do,” Ehres- 
mann said. 

People with mild symptoms should stay 
home. There are no treatments for the coro- 
navirus except experimental therapies for 
hospitalized patients. 

Nationally, there’s a shortage not just of 
tests, but the chemicals needed to process 
them. It’s also affecting area hospitals and 
clinics, which are now prioritizing the same 
patients as the state. 

“I am concerned that national messaging 
from the White House task force today 
regarding test availability in all states and 
accessible drive-up testing does not accu- 
rately reflect these critical shortages in Min- 
nesota,” said Dr. Rahul Koranne, president 
and CEO of the Minnesota Hospital Associa- 
tion. “We currently do not have adequate 
testing supplies and testing capability in 


JOHN AUTEY / PIONEER PRESS 
Bartender Matt Mendez, center, talks with patrons at the Liffey Irish Pub in St. Paul on Tuesday. Normally, the city’s Irish pubs would be 
packed with people celebrating St. Patrick’s Day, but crowds were light due to the coronavirus pandemic. See coverage on Page 1B in our 
Coronavirus Update section. Celebrations around the world also were subdued. Read more on Page 6A. 


Minnesota.” 

M Health Fairview announced Tuesday 
that it was suspending drive-up tests to con- 
serve supplies. 

It’s a shortage that comes at a dire time. 
Despite mitigation strategies like closures 
and social distancing, hospitals are anticipat- 
ing a flood of patients in the coming weeks. 

“If we would have been able to test more 
Minnesotans and find out how widespread 
the disease is in the community, that would 
definitely give us better data so we can start 
looking at what kind of surge we can expect,” 
Koranne said. 

There’s concern about a shortage of other 
medical supplies, too. 

Minnesota Sens. Amy Klobuchar and Tina 
Smith wrote to Vice President Mike Pence 
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Grocery stores say don't panic; some limiting supplies 


By Nancy Ngo 


nngo@pioneerpress.com 


Costco and Kowalski’s are now among the 
stores that will start limiting supplies on cer- 
tain essentials. In addition, Costco may limit 
the number of people in its stores at once. 

If there’s any message stores want shop- 
pers to know: Don’t panic. Supplies are 


getting restocked. 

Stores warned there may be delays, howev- 
er. 

In the midst of an unprecedented amount 
of shoppers stockpiling on essentials, stores 
are working around the clock to ensure gro- 
ceries and other supplies. 

Costco announced Wednesday that it will 
start to limit certain items members can pur- 


chase in response to the surge in business 
from the coronavirus, though specific items 
were not outlined. The membership whole- 
saler also stated it will start limiting the 
number of members in stores at one time 
and asked customers to practice social dis- 
tancing when shopping. 
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Surges 
of virus 
patients 
expected 


Officials: 2nd wave 
of hospitalizations 
could overwhelm 

Minnesota system 


By Frederick Melo 


fmelo@pioneerpress.com 


Some doctors and public 
health experts call it the surge. 
Many are referring to it as the 
curve. 

But perhaps it’s best to think 
of it as the patient swarm — the 
moment when those who have 
been infected for days with a 
virus 10 times deadlier than the 
flu finally begin exhibiting seri- 
ous symptoms and rush to 
medical facilities for emergen- 
cy care all at once. 

The first surge might not 
overwhelm hospital beds, 
emergency rooms and inten- 
sive care units. 

But with the experience of 
Italian hospitals as a telling 
recent precedent, some are 
bracing for a second surge, 
when all the people unknow- 
ingly infected by those in the 
first patient wave also become 
ill, overloading hospital net- 
works already at capacity. 

And some of those infected 
will be the doctors and nurses 
on the front lines — caregivers 
who, in many areas, are 
already in short supply. 


“WE JUST DON’T KNOW’ 


When is surge one, and are 
we doing enough to “flatten the 
curve” and avoid, or at least 
lessen the impact of, surge two? 

“We don’t know at this point,” 
said Dr. Alison Peterson, a vice 
president of medical affairs at 
United Hospital in St. Paul. “We 
just don’t know.” 

But Allina Health — United’s 
parent company — isn’t taking 
chances. 
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White House seeks $1 trillion economic stimulus 


Plan in response to 
pandemic includes 
payouts to Americans 


By Jennifer Haberkorn 
and Noah Bierman 
Los Angeles Times 


WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration on Tuesday pro- 
posed a $1 trillion economic stimu- 
lus package to counter the effects 
of the coronavirus, including relief 
for small businesses and the air- 
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today. 


line industry, and sizable checks 
for Americans in the next two 
weeks. 

Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin outlined the request to 
Senate Republicans at a closed- 
door lunch on Capitol Hill and has 
been in discussions with House 
Democratic leaders. 

“Its going to be big and it’s going 
to be bold,” President Donald 
Trump said, praising the biparti- 
san commitment in Congress to 
moving quickly. 

Senate Republicans — having 
taken a back seat to the adminis- 
tration and House Democrats on 
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two prior coronavirus response 
bills — indicated that they will 
take the lead on writing the latest 
stimulus measure, which is 
expected to track the administra- 
tion’s $1 trillion request. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., said the Senate 
would remain in session until it 
enacts the measure. 

“We are crafting the major legis- 
lation that the American people 
deserve in the face of this major 
challenge,” McConnell said. “And 
it is my intention that the Senate 
will not adjourn until we have 
passed significant and bold new 
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steps, above and beyond what the 
House passed, to help our strong 
nation and our strong underlying 
economy weather this storm.” 

Lawmakers on Capitol Hill 
expressed widespread support for 
a significant and immediate eco- 
nomic stimulus package — one 
that will likely top the response to 
the 2008 financial crisis. During 
that time, lawmakers quickly 
approved hundreds of billions of 
dollars to soften what would 
become the Great Recession. 

The fast-moving coronavirus 
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Stocks rally on 
economic plan 


MARK LENNIHAN / ASSOCIATED PRESS 
A stock trader works at the New York 
Stock Exchange on Tuesday. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average climbed 
more than 1,048 points as President 
Donald Trump announced plans to 
help the economy through the 
coronavirus outbreak. Business, 5A 
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